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Middle Syndicate Newsletter
 

Our Vision: We are a community who learn and grow together.

Our Values: Be Responsible, Show Respect, Have Resilience.

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers and Whānau

We hope you and your child/ren had a relaxing break and are now ready for another term’s work. Here is a brief
outline of this term so that you can continue to help and support your child at home. Across the curriculum, we in
the Middle Syndicate continue to encourage the students to develop the following Active Learner Traits.

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Active Learner Traits/Key Competencies: 

We will explicitly teach skills relating to our school values throughout the term and we will be aiming to explicitly
teach and link these to our Active Learner Traits/Key Competencies. Learning Maps will also be used throughout
the term to allow our students opportunities to grow as active learners.

Managing self - Managing me 
Encouraging students to develop a greater degree of independence. This involves them taking greater
responsibility for their routines, behaviour, belongings, and ultimately their learning.
Relating to others - Connecting me  
Encouraging students to be caring and relate well to others. This involves them being considerate and co-
operative with one another.
Thinking - Thinking me 
Encouraging students to develop the ability to think in new ways to expand their thinking. This includes getting
them to be creative thinkers, critical thinkers and be able to know how and when to use thinking tools.
Participating and Contributing - Collaborating me 
Encouraging students to participate in some of the many extra activities offered at school.
Using language, symbols and text - Communicating me 
Encouraging students to be able to use a range of tools to assist them with their learning. This includes being
able to talk and listen to others, make meaning from different texts and use technology effectively.

Prompts for speaking to your child/ren at home about the Active Learner Traits include;

Tell me who helped you with your learning today.
Tell me what things helped you learn today.
Tell me what you liked about your learning today.
Tell me what you did when the learning gets hard...what could you do?
Read me your story...What were you learning today? What is your favourite part? I like the part
where...because...

Classroom Programmes

Inquiry

Through the inquiry process we will be encouraging the students to think, ask questions, make connections and
draw conclusions around their chosen topic focus. 

This term our focus is  titled: Wāhi: Our Place - Te Awakairangi - Lower Hutt 

Our Big Idea is for our students to learn about our ‘place’ so that we can look after it and be the kaitiaki-guardians
of our place.

Through this study, the students will explore and develop their understanding around the following ideas that will
help support them to be confident and connected, actively involved, life long learners. 

Build their knowledge and understanding of where they live - Te Awakairangi-Lower Hutt.
Learn our Waterloo School pepeha.



Become familiar with the myths and legends of our area (be able to retell one or more in their own words).
Become familiar with the stories of our area (be able to retell one or more stories in their own words).
Become familiar with significant landmarks, place names and people - be able to recognise them and have
some understanding of their history.

Later this term, as part of our inquiry Wāhi: Our Place  we are planning the following learning experience: A
Celebration of Learning. More information regarding this will follow closer to the time. 

Literacy Phonological Awareness

We believe that students learn to read and write by Reading and Writing. 

In reading, the students need to see the purpose of why they are reading, and who and what they are writing for.
They will be moving from ‘learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn’. This includes continuing to focus on developing
the students' understanding of texts (fiction and nonfiction) through a range of approaches including the
following: 

Questioning - building comprehension skills and understanding as they read.
Predicting
Finding and summarising information
Inferring
Making connections
Identifying main ideas in the text
Evaluating.

In Phonological Awareness the students are learning the skills of hearing and manipulating sounds.  E.g.
Identifying rhyming words, identifying sounds they hear in a word and isolating sounds.

In writing, the students will continue to explore deeper features, such as adding detail, choosing precise words,
planning and organising their ideas, and revising and editing. Part of their writing programme will include spelling,
punctuation, and grammar. 

With our continued focus being personalised learning, the students will be exploring a range of ideas related to the
following:

 

What is the main purpose of our writing? Why do we write? What are we trying to achieve when we write?
Who are we writing for? What does this mean for our writing?
Goal setting, giving the students choice and voice, identifying the skills of writing they want to improve on and
the types of writing they can do to help them achieve these goals.
Identifying strengths and weaknesses as writers, reflecting on what we can do to improve ourselves as writers.
Looking at what our next steps in writing are. 

Some of the specific skills that will continue to be taught are:

Planning and organising their ideas before they start writing.
Structuring their writing appropriately, knowing what the purpose for writing is.
Developing and elaborating on their ideas.
Continuing to develop sentence structure, such as writing short and long sentences as well as using a variety of
sentence openers. 
Developing and using paragraphs to group their ideas.
Editing and revising their writing to ensure it is accurate.
Adding descriptive detail to enhance their ideas
Read and use words from the Essential spelling lists 1-7.

Library Times

Days and Times the Middle Syndicate classes go to the Library

Room 8:   Thursday       9:30-10:00am

Room 9:   Monday        9.30-10.00am

Room 10: Thursday     12:00-12:30pm

Room 11: Wednesday 10:00-10:30am

Room 12: Tuesday      11:00-11:30am

Room 13: Monday      11.00-11.30am

Room 14: Thursday    10:00-10:30 am

Mathematics

In mathematics, we try to teach strategies through real-world problems. This term, we will focusing on the
following areas:

Proportions and ratios - all term
Addition and Subtraction - ongoing through the term
Statistics - related to inquiry 



As students look at problems we aim to:

Reinforce and develop their understanding of number sense (place value, basic facts and groups)
Look for opportunities to link the strands to number and algebra. 

Home Learning

We appreciate that home learning is personal for each child and the needs of their family.

Our main priority at school is to encourage the life-long love of reading. We encourage you to discuss with your
child the book they are reading.

For students who wish to inquire in other areas of their learning – there is an on-going PRIDE challenge for them
to think about.

The PRIDE Challenge promotes the idea that learning is not an individual task, but involves doing things with
others, including with the learner’s family.  It allows the child and their family to “think smarter” about their home
learning and involves the child in tasks both at school and in the wider community.  This reflects the idea of key
competencies involving learning anytime, anywhere, with anyone.

For more ideas/information on the PRIDE Challenge – please see your child’s classroom teacher.

Health and Physical Education

This term we are going to focus on developing the following fundamental skills:

 2 - 20 August: Gymnastics

Balance
Spring
Landings

16 August - 10 September: Big and small ball skills 

Catching & throwing 
Kicking 
Teamwork/ Strategies

To get the most out of these activities, it is really important that students come prepared with appropriate
clothes/footwear. Please make sure that all footwear and clothes are clearly named. 

Syndicate/Celebration Assembly

Syndicate/Celebration Assemblies are an opportunity to celebrate the achievements/events of the Middle School
and the students. These assemblies are held at 11.45am. The following are the dates for the term:

Tuesday 17 August 
Monday 13 September 

Classrooms

In the Middle Syndicate the students are allowed to enter the classrooms at 8.30am.

Correspondence

In the Middle Syndicate, the students are encouraged to manage themselves and their learning. All of our
newsletters, notices and general communication are distributed directly to you through Signmee. If you are not
receiving school notices please ensure the office has your up to date email address. 

To inform our parents of their child’s learning across the curriculum, we use the student journal tool Seesaw. Your
child throughout the year will upload different pieces of their learning for you to view and comment on. 

Clothing

Please ensure that all clothing is clearly named as often there is a large amount of unclaimed items in cloak
rooms and lost property. When outside students are required to have shoes on at all times.

Participating and Contributing – COMMITMENT

If your child chooses an activity to participate in, then we expect a commitment from them for the rest of that
term. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s classroom teacher.

 

Regards

Sam McGavin, Paul Wehipeihana, Jessie Austin, David Haste, Kate Winiana, Julie-Ann Kamal and Omri
Elyashiv 

 

Signature: [Optional]




